» Blackboard flailing 
Page 4 


~ Baker bans vapes 
Page 2 


One year later: Gas disaster 
Page 8 


The award-winning student newspaper of Northern Essex Community College * Haverhill and Lawrence, Mass. 


a ag 
m—~ 4 4 ae - ” ; , 
ak c ATYTOT necc macaca oH “I 1% tedlhdal=bel*lelelel@ Ce) oxy = av a alate Toteatnel la) ae : LOA TITO?T 
OPsSClvelilecc .fiidas.cQau Mee ba ae Reet Tat Seat at taal Dat St alle WE Nae ob LOAUGAYVUUR.UVGLY LIS ULUA eed Yoed 


__ Fall 2019 + Volume 84_ 201 


Issue Number 33 *« Oct. 


All staff, students, and faculty 
with a valid ID card are able 

. to enjoy the Mueseum of Fine 
arts free of charge! 


Hispanic Heritage Month con- 
tinues until October 16 keep 
an eye out for a Zumba event 
hosted by one of our students 
Nazaret Esquea. #NECCcel- 
ebrate 


Midterm edition of late night 
study session will be cohosted 
by the office of -student Life 
NECC library‘s and the office 
of transitional support. This 
event will be held on October 
22 and all of these locations 
in Haverhill and Lawrence 
will be open until 10 PM for 
students to come in and study 
or catch up on work. 


Community college advocacy 
day trip cosponsored by the 
office of student life, The office 
of community standards, and 
the office of Civic Engage- 
ment, Service-Learning, & 
Community Resources. If stu- 
dents want to go on this trip 
to the state house and enjoy 
your free lunch please contact 

- Janel at :jdagatalynch@necc. 
mass.edu 


YMCA passes for Lawrence 
can be picked up in the office 
of student life in Haverhill 
student center room 215 
Tuesday Wednesday and 
Thursdays from 12 PM to 3 
PM and in Lawrence in the 
office of -student Life in the 
Demetry building room 134 
Mondays 8:30 AM to 4:30 
PM and Thursdays from 8:30 
AM to 3:30 PM. In Lawrence 
you can also pick these up 
when our Work Study office is 
open which is in room 130 in 
the Dimitri building. YMCA 
passes are free to students 
with a current semester Fall 
2019 sticker on the back of 
their student ID 


Free and friendly 


Photo by Patty Gosselin 


Students board a Northern Essex shuttle bus at the Haverhill campus 


By Patty GossELIN 
Campus Life Editor 
AND IsAE GRULLON 
Features Editor 


The first Haverhill campus 
farmer’s market of the NECC 
fall semester on Tuesday, Sept. 
24, brought the function from the 
lobby of the student center, where 
it had been held previous years, 
to the common area outside of the 
student center for a sunny after- 
noon with free produce. A mod- 
erate crowd of students and staff 
gathered into a line while the cast 
of volunteers, which also includ- 
ed students and staff of NECC, 
unpacked the remaining boxes of 
produce. 

Elizabeth Mura a contracted 
grantee with AmeriCorps VIS- 
TA manned the sign-in desk and 
doled out responsibilities to the 
volunteers as food was loaded 
off the truck and onto the tables 
for distribution. For the first mar- 
ket, produce available included: 


peppers, broccoli, corn, carrots, 
sweet potatoes, pineapple, on- 
ions and bananas. “The goal is to 
spread healthy food at no cost and 
have many people access that, so 
we can create a healthier cam- 
pus,” says Mura. 

Among the first people to 
show up were mother/daughter 
team Franziska Hoene and: her 
mom Penny Hoene. Franziska, 
only 12 years old, is part of the 
Early College program here at 
NECC and she and her mom took 
advantage of the free produce on 
campus Tuesday. “If you don’t 
have good nutrition, you don’t 
have good brain function,” said 
mom, Penny Hoene. “A lot of 
students don’t have the right nu- 
trition, and as a result they can’t 
access the curriculum, and they 
can’t focus if they’re thinking 
about what need for their next 
meal,” said Penny Hoene. She 
offered details about her family’s 
monthly grocery budget and add- 
ed that the farmer’s market helps 
their family cut back spending. 


Farmer’s Market keeps students fed and focused 


Heather McGovern, a psy- 
chology major, has attended mul- 
tiple farmer’s markets on campus 
and had great things to say about 
the availability of the program 
stating, “it shows that the college 
really cares for its students.” 

Another mother/daughter team 
occupied the front of the line: 
Elizah Cruz, exercise science 
major, and mother Cherie Caron, 
nursing major, both equipped 
with re-usable shopping bags. 
Caron had attended a market last 
year on the Lawrence campus and 
brought her daughter along with 
her this time. “I think it’s really 
cool, having access to all these 
vegetable makes it easier to eat 
healthy,” says Cruz. 

Samantha Leung, liberal arts 
major was in attendance for her 
first farmer’s market, which she 
referred to as “‘a fantastic idea.” “ 

A lot of people don’t know 
that college students and high 
school students are also the hun- 


Story continues on Page 7 


Oct. 2: Former Harvard 
President and U.S. Secre- 
tary of the Treasury Larry | 
Summer will be visiting the 
Haverhill campus at 11 AM. 

Oct. 3: White Fund lec- 
ture presented by NECC: 
Documentary film “Hail- 
ing Cesar”. irector Eduar- 
do Chavez, the grandson 
of civil rights activist Cesar 
Chavez, introduces this film 
on connecting his Grandfa- 
ther. Louis Haffner Educa- 
tion Center , starting at 6:00 
PM 

Oct. 4: Club paperwork 
for active clubs for the 2019 
2020 academic year are due 
to the office of student life 
please contact Allison Gou- 
yeia for more information. 

Oct. 5: Homecoming 11 
AM to 1 PM outside the D 
building on the haverhill 
campus stop by and see -stu- 
dent Life and grab a free bag 
of popcorn and play some 
fun new games on the lawn 
or if it rains inside the D 
building. 

Oct. 9: U-Knighted: Fair 
Lawrence from 11 AM to 
1:30 PM outside of the Dim- 
itry building and inside the 
atrium/lobby. A great way 
to join a club get involved 
on campus enjoy some good 
music and food for free and 
show your NECC Wednes- 
day Knight pride. #NEC- 
CStudentLife 


Haverhill Campus 
100 Elliott St., Spurk Build- 
ing, Room 110C 


Lawrence Cam 
45 Franklin St-main. 


Call 978.556.3333 from a 
cell phone. Extension 3333. 
from any campus plone on 

either campus. 
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) Banning Vape Pens: Does it do anything? 


By CAMERYN TIEULI 

Editor-in-Chief 

On Sept. 24 Governor Charlie 
Baker announced a 4 month ban 
on the sale and distribution of all 
vaping products in the state of 
Massachusetts, with the prohibi- 
tion going into action beginning 
Sept. 25. 

Governor Baker made this de- 
cision as an affliction believed to 
be related to vaping has killed at 
least 10 and caused bodily harm 
to at least hundreds more, ac- 
cording to the Washington Post. 
But was it the right decision? 

Vaping has not been around 
long enough to observe any neg- 
ative long term effects. People 
who choose to vape have essen- 
tially volunteered themselves as 
Guinea pigs. And that should be 
legal as long as they are made 
aware of indefinite safety of vape 
pens. 

Now some may think that we 
do now have proof of the nega- 
tive consequences of vaping, as 
this outbreak would seem to sug- 
gest that. But a closer look shows 
a much more complicated issue 


Editorial 


Nise 


to legislate. 

Charlie Baker’s ban mostly af- 
fects legal nicotine vaporization. 
This type of vaporization does 
not seem to be the source of the 
epidemic. 77% of people with 
vaping-related lung injuries have 
used products that vaporized 
THC, according to Bloomberg 
News. 

THC is the psychoactive in- 
gredient in Cannabis, or Marijua- 
na. Though legal in the state of 
massachusetts, many Vape car- 
tridges containing THC are pro- 
cured on the black market. This 
means they are not subject to the 
same standard of safety measures 
that legal vaping products are. 

Many point to this when ar- 
guing against Governor Baker’s 
ban. People are going to still pro- 
cure the deadlier products from 
illegal sources, while nicotine 
vapers are being infringed from 
partaking in a habit that seems to 
not be the source of this epidem- 
ic. 

On top of that, many nicotine 
vapers are often “reformed” cig- 
arette smokers that used E-ciga- 
rettes as means to quit their to- 
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bacco combustion habits. Many 
may now end up returning to 
their old habits. And while we do 
not know the long term effects of 
vaping at the moment, we cer- 
tainly know cigarettes are a one- 
way ticket to an early grave. 

If these reformed smokers 
don’t quit, most will just likely 
go north of the border to New 
Hampshire; where vape products 
are still legal. ; 

Bloomberg News estimates 
that there are over 2,500 people 
employed by the Massachusetts 
vaping industry. The industry, it- 
self, has an annual payroll of over 
100 million dollars. 

Not only does this ban put that 
significant chunk of people out of 
work for the foreseeable future, 
it also costs the state millions of 
dollars it could raking in through 
taxation on the vaping industry. 
Instead that money will now go 
to thestate of New Hampshire. 

But what about the children? 
The vaping industry has seem to 
subliminally target consumers 
younger than their legal age with 
fruity flavors. ' 

This has definitely been -a 


problem, as a study doesn’t need 
to be cited for one to agree that 
nicotine usage among those in 
middle school and high school 
has soared. We have a number 
14 years old with nicotine shakes 
that hasn’t been seen since the 
1950s. 

That’s not a Massachusetts 
problem though. It’s a nation- 
wide problem that requires leg- 
islation at the federal level. Big 
companies like Juul and others 
certainly knew who they were 
marketing to. 

Like it should not have taken 
a genius to figure making a USB 
drive sized device with the nic- 
otine of a pack of cigarettes and 
flavor of a tropical drink would 
maybe attract kids that didn’t 
know what they were getting 
into. This wasn’t certain a con- 
scious decision by a corporation 
to target a group they shouldn’t 
have been. 

This .Vaping ban was a hast- 
ily made decision in reaction to 
an epidemic. It’s hurt consumers, 
the economy, ‘and targeted the 
wrong vaping devices. Governor 
Baker did not think this through. A Juul vaping device 
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JAMILAH HALABY 
BIOLOGY 


Seeing the leaves lose chlorophyll 


MIRANDA BELANGER 
CRIMINOLOGY 
Leaves changing colors 


BRANDO EUCEDA 
NURSING 


t f facebook.com/neccobserver 


Photo By Cameryn Tieuli 


Leaves falling, how everything changes ~ 


DEANA QUADROS 
NURSING 


Pumpkin-flavored everything 
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The Lion King Remake 


One mans attempt at justifying his views on The Lion King (2019) 


LION KING _ 


im Senarces PUILY Gags 5 ot ano Aan 


hoto from IMDb.com 


P 
Theatrical poster of The Lion King (2019) released July 


19, 2019 


By AARON LEHNER 
Opinion Editor 

I have mixed thoughts about 
the Disney “live action” re- 
makes that have been coming 
out these past few years. 

I put “live action” in quotes 
because most of the time, the 
live actors (if applicable) are im- 
posed onto a computer generat- 
ed background, interacting with 
computer generated characters. 
The Lion King (2019) is no ex- 


ception. It is 100% computer 
animated. 

Some time has passed since 
the film’s release on July 19, 
2019; it is still being played in 
theaters as of the end of Septem- 
ber. This particular topic gets 
my gears grinding, and I felt the 
need to share my thoughts re- 
garding the new “live action” re- 
makes. Spoiler alert: this review 
is mostly going to be addressing 
the problems I have with this 
film. 


The 1994 Lion King was 
among one of my favorite Dis- 
ney films growing up; I watched 
it repeatedly with my family, 
and had gone to see the Broad- 
way adaptation several times. It 
was truly a magical and epic ex- 
perience for me, and sticks with 
me to this day. From that state- 
ment alone, you might think 
that I’m already being biased 
towards the new film. But let’s 
take off the rose-tinted glasses 
of nostalgia and look at the film 
for what it is. 

To me, the “live action” re- 
make of The Lion King feels 
the way it looks: made by a 
computer. What I mean by this 
is that the film is completely 


lifeless. Even without the inevi- - 


table comparison of the original, 
it feels like a computer tried to 
recreate an Animal Planet doc- 
umentary with the addition of 
a Shakespearian narrative. But 
even then they do not seem to 
behave and move like real ani- 
mals. 

When compared with the 
original, the colors, energy, and 
liveliness are replaced with grit- 
ty, dull and emotionless spir- 
it. Despite the fact that it is a 
shot-by-shot remake, keeping 
in much of the dialogue, it does 
not convey the same power and 
impact the original had. 

Technically speaking, the 
photo-realisitc film looks spec- 
tacular. It gives a large dimen- 
sion to what would be the pride- 
lands of Africa, and animators 
who worked on it did a spectac- 
ular job in immersing the viewer 
into this world. But for the nar- 
rative and performance aspect, 
it works completely against that 
film. 

One example being the stam- 
pede scene. In the original Lion 
King, this is one of the most 
memorable scenes in general. 
You felt the intensity and danger 
in the scene, and when Mufasa 
is pushed to his death, you felt 


the same shock and terror that 
Simba had watching his father 
fall. In this version, it looks like 
Simba’s mouth barely moves as 
he watches his father fall to his 
death with a dull, expression- 
less look on his face. Again I 
am aware that the filmmakers 
want to make it seem like these 
are real lions and that this is a 
realistic situation. But the prob- 
lem with trying to achieve a re- 
alistic look is that the emotion is 
stripped from the film that gets 
the audience invested into the 
scene. 

YouTube personality, Chris 
Stuckman, had made a short re- 
view on his channel reviewing 
the film. 

He summarizes it best with 
this quote, “There’s no person- 
ality of its own, it’s completely 
predictable in every way, there’s 
no surprises. There’s very little 
that’s new and the things that are 
new are mostly things that have 
been removed or shortened ... 
much of the humor and mysti- 
cism of the film has been com- 
pletely removed and replaced 
with an overly serious attempt at 
an epic movie.” 

With that said, the humor in 
this film feels contrived in order 
to stay faithful to the original 
material. Billy Eichner as Timon 
and Seth Rogen as Pumbaa are 
good choices for their roles, as 
they serve as the film’s only 
comedic relief. I only wished 
that they were in a better film 
because the chemistry between 
them does work. Many of their 
jokes have been changed to fit 
today’s time, such as the flatu- 
lence joke in the “Hakuna Mata- 
ta” scene. Part of the humor 
in that is that we the audience 
already know what the joke is 
when Pumbaa is stopped by 
Timon in the original. The new 
version insults the intelligence 
of the audience in order to spell 
out a joke that we already knew. 

But my biggest problem with 


Get involved with your student newspaper 
The Observer! 


the film is that it does not need 
to exist. The original Lion King 
is top tier Disney, it is already 
considered a masterpiece. 

Yes there are flaws with the 
film, but that does not stop it 
from being hailed by audiences 
today. 

The Disney company discov- 
ered a way to continue making 
money using the films they al- 
ready made, and they are clear- 
ly not going to stop from here. 
There is a live-action adaptation 
of “Mulan” in the works that 
will be released March 27, 2020. 

Taking from someone who 
spends many hours on the inter- 
net reading articles and discus- 
sion forums about why Disney 
films aren’t realistic, these “live 
action” remakes seem to be ca- 
tering to the cynics that have 
complained about the creative 
liberties of the original animat- 
ed films, and trying to fix the 
“flaws.” 

We have become a much 
more “logical” society in our 
entertainment, taking into ac- 
count the look of some of the 
newer films coming out: dark 
lighting, less color, grounded 
performances. All of which are 
trying to appeal to the new “log- 
ical” audience. 

From discussions I’ve had 
with my peers, I think if Disney 
were to remake classics from 
the beginning of their era (Snow 
White), or films that weren’t 
received well but have nostal- 
gic value (The Black Cauldron) 
then the remake formula might 
actually work. 

It could be possible to do in 
the future, but for now they are 
sticking with remaking films 
that did well in the past and 
making them worse. 

This article can only be fin- 
ished with the old quote, “If it 
ain’t broke, don’t fix it.” 


Have you taken or will you take Journalism I? Then you are eligible to join us! 
Get to know your school better as you write and report for 6 issues per semester. 
Let your voice be heard as you become part of the free press. 


Let the student body know the latest news!!! 
interested? Contact us. We are currently recruiting for fall semester and will have several openings on staff. 
NECC Observer NewsroomHaverhill Campus: C-318 
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NATHANIEL MACARTHUR 
Correspondent 


Not many resources in a stu- 
dent’s time here at NECC are as 
important as the website Black- 
board. It provides a place where 
teachers can provide access for 
students to look at their syllabus, 
pass in homework, have an open 
dialogue on the discussion board, 


receive announcements from 
teachers, and many more differ- 
ent things. 


There is even an app students 
can download on Apple and 
Android devices to access their 


Blackboard: Outdated? 


Interface system utilized by NECC not universally held in high regard 


courses even easier. 

For many students, like Jon- 
athan Anderson, Blackboard has 
been a great help to them. “The 
phone app for Blackboard has 
helped me so much in my class- 
es. It lets me see all my assign- 
ments I have to do while I’m not 
able to during the day when I’m 
not able to touch my computer.” 

Blackboard can provide a 
helping hand to students for see- 
ing their courses. 

However for many students 
Blackboard is becoming a relic 
of the past. Christopher Che, a 
writing major, states “I wish we 


could switch to something differ- 
ent because Blackboard is bad. It 
never reminds me of due dates. 
The app tells me when something 
is due a week before and when 
it’s already too late. Some as- 
signments are hidden deep some- 
where beneath like ten folders.” 

Each professor provides a dif- 
ferent way of teaching to other 
professors so it can become hard 
for students. 

Some have assignments that 
only appear on blackboard. Some 
professors never use blackboard 
and want students to remember 
what assignments are due on 


what days. So if a student miss- 
es one day they can’t know what 
was due and will receive a zero. 

According to Betterbuys. 
com the average cost of Black- 
board for a university is around 
$160,000. So why would NECC 
want to purchase this controver- 
sial website when there is a free 
option? 

One alternative Blackboard 
is Google Classroom. Google 
Drive is free for anyone to make 
if they have a Gmail account 
(which is also free). 

With it a teacher can post 
what is due and it appears right 


in front of the student when they 
first enter it. They can upload 
straight from Google Drive or 
drag documents to pass into as 
assignments. 

It shows the teacher what they 
have left to review and what they 
have already reviewed. In two 
different tabs. 

NECC may keep Blackboard 
for awhile longer. 

However even if it is the best 
solution for NECC, times will 
change and eventually like all 
technology it will be outdated. 


One Geographic Region continues with China 


Patricia GOSSELIN 
Newsroom 


Northern Essex Community 
College is continuing their “One 
Geographic Region” program, 
this time focusing on East Asia. 

Free and open to the public, 
these events will be held on the 
first Friday of each month during 
the fall semester, beginning 
Friday, Oct. 4, with a presenta- 
tion on the 250-year history of 
the relationship between the U.S. 
and China given by Professor 
Andrew Morse of the Depart- 
ment of Global Studies. 

Beginning at 2 p.m. in 
Lecture Hall A in the Spurk 
Building, Haverhill Campus, 100 
Elliott St., Professor Morse’s 
presentation will give an over- 
view of the U.S.’s relationship 


with China through the current 
“trade wars.” 

The First Friday lectures are 
a part of the larger project along 
with films, and other presenta- 
tions to be hosted on the NECC 
campus. 

The next two First Friday 
events will cover Confucianism 
on Nov. | at 2 p.m. and Chinese 
writing and language on Dec. 6 
at 2 p.m. 

At NECC, “One Geographic 
Region” focuses on one part of 
the world for a period of two 
years, with a special focus on 
the culture, history, politics, 
economy, and other topics of the 
region. 

“One Geographic Region” is 


a project developed by NECC’s 
Office of International Studies 
in conjunction with the NECC 
Library. Its intent is to promote 
learning across disciplines and 
borders. For the next two years, 
the One Geographic Region will 
be East Asia. 

This event is open and free to 
the public. 

For more information on 
this event contact Dr. Stephen 
Russell, at (978) 556-3237 or by 
email at srussell@necc.mass.edu. 

And for more information 
about the “One Geographic Re- 
gion” program contact Interna- 
tional Studies at studyabroad@ 
necc.mass.edu. 


Serene Chinese landscape 


Photo Courtesy of Google Images 


Business booming at school store 


Hycina MATHURIN 


Correspondent 

In the first few weeks of 
a new semester, the NECC 
bookstore is almost always 
packed with students who are 
purchasing their textbooks 
and other supplies. 

During that time, which 
the bookstore employees re- 
fer to as “rush,” part-time 
and seasonal-temporary jobs 
are offered to students. 

Lawrence resident 
Menchy Herrera majors in 
Computer Science and has 
worked at the bookstore for 
over a year holding a part- 
time position. “Working at 
the bookstore is beneficial.” 
Hererra said. 

“This job is more flexible 
with school than other com- 
panies because they know 
school is first for us. Plus, 
with my classes being on 


campus I can walk to work 
after class.” 

Wildred Chery a Comput- 
er Science major who resides 
in Amesbury is a seasonal 
employee. She expressed that 
working at the bookstore has 
its perks. “We get a 10% dis- 
count on textbooks and 25% 
off everything else, except 
food.” 

Chery also said that it 
is a good way to build rela- 
tionships on campus because 
many people come to the 
bookstore.” 

Business Transfer major 
Rebecca Tu is a seasonal em- 
ployee who has worked at 
the bookstore for about three 
years. 

Tu said that she applied 
online and that the process 
was easy. Her job as an as- 


sociate includes operating 
the cash register, helping 
customers find their books, 
markdowns, pricing items, 
keeping the store- clean and 
inspecting products for expi- 
ration. 

Store manager Brenda 
Harlow said that students 
should visit www.follett.com . 
to apply. 

According to Harlow, the 
seasonal position lasts 3-6 
weeks depending on how 
busy the store gets. Hiring 
for fall starts between July 
and August and for the spring 
semester between November 
and December. 

Harlow is looking for em- 
ployees who will be “punctu- 
al, speak and dress appropri- 
ately and are respectful.” 


Photo By Hygina Mathurin 


Rare sight of an empty school store 


Pa 
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Renovated Dimitry building wins praise 


Lawrence students say they are getting a welcoming ‘college vibe’ on campus now 


By ERIKA RIVERA 
Correspondent 


Students all across the globe 
feel the pressures of choos- 
ing an educational institution. 

When choosing a school it is 
easier to look at the physical ideal 
of things and tune out the financial. 

That is could be why Com- 
munity colleges are some- 
times looked down upon 
when being a first choice. 

Previously, some students on 
the Laewrence Lawrence campus 
of Northern Essex said there was 
always a common factor; it was 
always missing the college “vibe” 
that students were looking for. 

Joselito Rodriguez ,a  stu- 
dent, states that “ the Lawrence 
campus feels less of a col- 
lege than the Haverhill one.” 

Rodriguez felt that more 
could’ have been done for the 
Lawrence campus to give it the 
same “feel” as the Haverhill one. 

Therenovated Dimitry building 
finally gives Lawrence students 
the chance to feel the college expe- 
rience while still being in the city 

The Dimitry building recently 


Quinnipiac 


UNIEFVERS# TY 


oY 


underwent a massive renovation 
that included new windows, new 
siding, parking lot improvements, 
and new and beautifully land- 
scaped outdoor space, according 
to the college’s website. “The 
renovation is anticipated to cost 
$6.5 million and it is being fund- 
ed by the Massachusetts Division 
of Capital Asset Management and 
Maintenance.,” the website said. 

Imanol Rodriguez, a nurs- 
ing major, has been attend- 
ing NECC - for two years. 

He states “ this building makes 
me feel like I got the chance to 
board away somewhere else.” 

Imanol- Rodriguez, like 
many students, wants the col- 
lege experience while still be- 
ing in the city of Lawrence. 

He also says” it makes me 
want to transfer to a 4 year, which 
is not what I wanted originally.” 

He is _ inspired to - con- 
tinue his education _ be- 
cause of the new building. 

This campus is a new begin- 
ning for the Lawrence community. 

Students can enjoy. the 
food and refreshments from 
the new CoCo Ray’s Cafe 


right in the school lobby. 
There’s also food available 
from Bocadito’s in the Revolv- 
ing Test Kitchen in NECC’s 
buliding at 420 Common St. 
Michael Tejada, a_ student, 
states “ I enjoy that I get to buy 
a meal in between classes with- 
out having to leave the building.” 
Tejada gets to enjoy his meal 
and study with no interruptions. 
In the Dimitry building, stu- 
dents can also take advantage 
of more resources that are giv- 
en at the new site. They have 
an accessible computer lab ,and 
bookstore all in the same facility. 
When asked for © their 
opinion on what they would 
change about the building I 
was given minimum feedback. 
“T would change the class size, 
sometimes I have to sit with six 
other people on a three people ta- 
ble,” Joselito Rodriguez states “ 
He believes changing the 
classrooms seating arrangements 
can help improve the building. 
Imanol Rodriguez, and Teja- 
da both shared the same feed- 
back regarding the parking. 
They said they can often not 


Extensive renovations at Dimitry building in Lawrence 
included new windows and siding. 


find parking and it’s annoying. 
These matters should be taken 
seriously if Northern Essex num- 
bers want to continue to increase. 
The Dimitry building has cre- 
ated joy and a feeling of impor- 


tance to the Lawrence students. 

They no longer need to drive to 
Haverhill to feel the college expe- 
rience. It is now at arm’s length. 


CocoRay’s a hit 


Students say they love the new location, 
but want more pastelitos 


WE SEE MORE THAN A STUDENT 
WE SEE A FUTURE LEADER 


At Quinnipiac, everything we do is laser-focused on the future. It’s why we 
combine market-driven knowledge with practical applications. It’s why we 
integrate world-sized learning opportunities with classrooms and facilities 
that are custom fit for today’s work environments. And, with an accessible and 
engaged faculty, our graduates are prepared for 2Ist-century careers because 
they are always a step ahead. 


EXPERIENCE TODAY'S QU AT A 2019 OPEN HOUSE 
Sat., Sept. 21 
Sun., Oct. 20 
Sat., Nov. 9 
Sun., Nov. 10 


Register or schedule a visit: qu.edu/visit 
Apply: qu.edu/transfer 
Email: transfer@qu.edu 


By CATALINA PICCININI 
Correspondent 
CocoRay’s in the  Dimit- 
ry Building has been all the hype 
around the Lawrence campus since 
school started this September. 
The wide menu gives students lots 
of options to choose from when they are 
hungry, but if you are not quick enough 
there might just not be enough for you. 
Lately some students have no- 
ticed CocoRays seems to run 
out of some selections of their 
foods at around lunch time. 
The number one thing to sell out 
quickly is in fact their pastelitos. 
NECC student Ilyanna Rivera said 
“Ttwasreally good but theyrun out fast.” 
She then continued to mention 
that she thinks CocoRay’s should 
bring more pastelitos because, “peo- 
ple buy two or three” and then there 
is no more for the rest of the day. 
Rivera then continued to mention 
that this particular morning they had 
run out of eggs for breakfast options. 
Another student by the name of Kel- 
vin Sabando had a lot to say, “Honestly 


© 


CocoRay’s is so pleasurable. The one 
thing I don’t like though, because they 
have so many customers, by the end 
of my 2 o’clock class there is barely 
anything left! They should expand...” 

Students highly like Co- 
coRay’s so imagine how much bet- 
ter it would be if they had more. 

Pastelitos are the number one cul- 
prit to be gone, they are the first thing 
students and faculty see when they 
walk up the counter. Kept away in 
the big metal display, if you don’t go 
before 10 a.m., you probably are not 
going to get your hands on a pasteli- 
to. Caroline Mejia NECC student ex- 
pressed her feelings through this no 
pastelito crisis. “I feel saddened and I 
feel hungry because by the time I get 
out of class there is barely anything 
left, I believe they should expand.” 

Expanding CocoRay’s sounds 
like a good idea. Mejia then said, 
“hashtag end this pastelito slander!” 

Students now wait to see 
if CocoRay’s will stock up or 
keep there belly’s feeling down. 


‘This paper is your voice, too! 


: We Hinttiatiess ge ve to sa) 


978-556-3027 
observer@necc.mass.edu ; 2 
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By MICHELLE 
COLBERT-MASON 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Apocalypse is here. 
Grab your loved — ones 
or your Bibles and get 


ready for the world to end. 

Apocalypse, Season 8 of 
the horror anthology series 
American Horror Story airing 
on FX has arrived on Netflix. 

Added last Tuesday, Sept. 24, 
American Horror Story: Apoc- 
alypse follows a grown up Mi- 


Apocalypse arrives 
New American Horror Story season arrives on Netflix 


chael Langdon, son of Vivian 
Harmon (Murder House) and 
evil itself, as he works.to de- 
stroy the world as we’ know it 
to bring a new world order and 
recreate it in his. father’s image. 

Compared to previous seasons, 
it is considerably less gory, with 
not so many disturbing images, 
but hits closer to home with its 
blazing reality—World War III. 

With WWIII beginning as 
missiles are launched at Califor- 
nia, leaving everyone either dead, 
festering with cancerous sores, 
or killing each other to survive, 
the witches of the coven first met 


in Season 3, as well as a couple 
warlocks, work together, warp- 
ing time, making deals with the 
voodoo Gatekeeper of the Spirit 
World, dying, then being resurrect- 
ed, to stop the end before it comes. 

This season is a mashup of pre- 
vious American Horror Story sea- 
sons Murder House and Coven. 

With 10 episodes follow- 
ing the coven of witches, war- 
locks, the spawn of evil, and 
a few other returning charac- 
ters, it is surely binge-worthy. 

New cast member, Cody 
Fern, plays his role well as the 
--spoiler _alert!-- antichrist. 


It’s. easy to believe he is 
Satan’s spawn hellbent on 
getting his way and_ fulfill- 
ing his prophecy of bringing 
the destruction of mankind. 

American Horror Story, or 
lovingly referred to as AHS, 
never fails to disappoint moving 
onto to its ninth season 1984, 
which premiered September 18th. 

Each season, from Murder 
House, Asylum, Coven, Freak 
Show, Hotel, Roanoke, Cult, to 
Apocalypse featured new disturb- 
ing, chaotic images, gruesome sto- 
rylines, interesting characters, real 
emotions, and political messages. 


The series features actresses 
Emma Roberts, Jessica Lange, 
Sarah Jessica Parker, Angela 
Bassett, Lady Gaga —j ust to 
name a few -- and has generat- 
ed a large fan base worldwide. 

AHS has hundreds of nom- 
inations and won awards from 
Emmys, Golden Globes, Peo- 
ple’s Choice Awards, etc. 

Because each story is new, 
with the exception of Apocalypse 
which offered detailed flash- 
backs, you can jump right in and 
add this to Your List on Netflix. 


Eduardo Chavez, grandson to civil rights activist Cesar 
Chavez, embarks on a journey to connect with his grandfather's legacy. 
Through his personal journey, as he reconnects with his family's legacy, 
we learn about Cesar Chavez's plight to create equality for farm-workers as 
well as the current conditions that they face in the fields and back at home. 


October 3, 2019 | 6pm | LA101 


Louise Haffner Fournier Education Center 78 Amesbury Street Lawrence, MA 01840 


call 978-738-7423. 


ev. lows expressed in the White Fund Enlightenment Series presentations are the y 


Ma 


| Beaker « and do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of Northern Essex Community Colleg . 
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Farmer’s Market draws fans 


Story continued from Page l 


griest students,” said Leung. 
She added, “they think because 
we’re young we should have a 
lot of energy and be able to do 
everything ourselves. But that’s 
kinda hard.” Leung talked about 
the sacrifices students some- 
times must make to keep afloat, 
“I know people who’d choose to 
pay their tuition rather than get 
food.” 

Giselle Merced, a radiology 
major and a returning farmer’s 
market shopper, talked about 
how she’s in charge of her fami- 
ly-of-three’s meals but credits the 
farmer’s market with helping her 
cut the cost of groceries. 

Emily Balbuena, nursing ma- 
jor, was attending her first farm- 
er’s market. She shared the daily 
struggle of a college student to 
tackle all their responsibilities 
but also make sure they’re eat- 
ing well and enough so that they 
have the energy to complete the 
tasks. “When they provide us 
with this opportunity, we can 
go home with fresh food and we 
didn’t even have to leave cam- 
pus,” she says. 

Croilen Lorenzo business ma- 
jor, was also at his first farmer’s 
market. “If you’re hungry you’re 
' going to fail at school. It’s one 
thing less that students have to 
worry about, and they can focus 
more on school.” He cooks ev- 
eryday. He guides his family to- 
wards healthier choices, “other- 
wise it would be rice every single 
day.” He went to UMass Lowell 


For more information on courses that need note takers: 
Come in or call us! 

Minimum wage* $72 per hour- paid biweekly; 
No experience UE Balad 1/2 hour training required, 
- Flexible hours! 


Jon Einarson, a volunteer, helps unload broccoli from 
produce boxes, in Haverhill for the free farmer’s market 


for a year and they didn’t have 
anything like it, he thinks it’s 
cool that a smaller school makes 
the effort.” 

Having only healthy choic- 
es helps deter him from buying 
“honey buns and cookies,” he 
says. 

“This week I probably won’t 
even eat processed foods.” 

There’s also a smaller farm- 
ers market that takes place at the 
Dimitry Building in Lawrence. 

Rachel Hanedanian, a busi- 
ness transfer major, stood with 
friends surrounded by bags of 
food at the Haverhill market. 


Photo by Patty Gosselin 


It was her first time taking part 
in the food market and she said 
she thought the whole event was 
awesome. “It’s nice to give back 
to people,” she said. “My mom is 
happy!” 


Her only. wish..was -for Pee. 


fruit, like strawberries, but she 
said she was glad to have what 
was available at the market as 
well. 
It is suggested you bring 
a reusable bag or two to carry 
your haul, but there were plastic 
bags as well as boxes available if 
needed. 
Reese LeBlanc, a liberal arts 


major, thought the farmer’s mar- 
ket was cool. “I’ve never heard of 
a free farmer’s market,” she said. 
She would like to see raspberries 
as part of the farmer’s market in 
the future. 

It was also the first visit for 
Sabrina Spero, a health sciences 
major. “I love it!” she said. 

She found out about the Free 
Farmer’s Market from a friend 
and said she wished that more 
people knew about it. She plans 
on telling other friends about the 
next market. 

The Free Farmer’s Market is 
held monthly at both campuses 


Photo by Patty Gosselin 


Business major Croilen Lorenzo shows off his bounty after 
shopping at the free farmer’s market in Haverhill on Sept. 24. 


from 12:30 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. in 
Haverhill and in Lawrence from 
1:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

To shop or volunteer for the 
Free Farmer’s Market, please 
be sure to pre-register at least a 
week prior to when you would 
like to attend. 

Only one registration per se- 
mester is required. 

A full schedule is available 
under the ‘Events’ tab on the 
NECC website as well as the 
pre-registration link. 

The next free farmers market 
will be on Oct. 22. 


Northern Escex 
Community College 
Haverhill - Lawrence 


Visit or call: 


The Learning 


Accommodations Center 
| One-Stop 
Student Services Center 


SC111 


978-556-3654 
lacenter@necc.mass.edu 
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Merrimack Valley Gas Disaster 
Students recall events and share stories one year later 


By ALEXANDRA GARICA 
Correspondent 


An unforgettable, yet memo- 
rable day. Can we recover sooner 
than we think? 

On Sept. 13, 2018, the cities 
of Lawrence, North Andover, 
and Andover were involved in 
a series of gas explosions that 
caused multiple house fires, over 
25 injuries, and the death of one 
teenager, Leonel Rondon, 18 of 
Lawrence. 

This was caused by overpres- 
surized gas pipes, and once it was 
realized that fires were breaking 
out, residents with gas supplied 
by Columbia Gas were told to 
evacuate their homes. 

As many as 80 homes were 
damaged and recovery would be 


The Phi Theta Kappa Hon- 
By DANIKZA CARRASQUILLO 


Correspondent 


or Society held its first meeting 
on Tuesday, Sept. 24 at 12:30 
p-m.. During the meeting the 
students elected Zaida Pimen- 
tel as President and Nikaw- 
ri Silveno as Vice President. 

Phi Theta Kappa is the larg- 
est honor society in American 
Higher Education. Students are 


very difficult for many families in 
these cities. 

“We heard our fire alarms go 
off,” former Lawrence resident 
and current Computer Science 
student, Nathaniel Acevedo stat- 
ed. “My family and I went out- 
side our home to find out that this 
was happening across my entire 
neighborhood”. ' 

As many families were Gated 
to evacuate, many were forced 
to check into hotels and others 
stayed in trailers provided by 
Columbia Gas. The trailers were 
placed in the O’Connell South 
Common and Sullivan Park in 
Lawrence. 

“At first, we tried to move into 
a hotel in Revere”, Lawrence res- 
ident and current NECC student, 
Maria Hernandez said. “It was 


very inconvenient for my family 
and I because of commuting. My 
mother tried to get a hotel near 
Lawrence but they were all full, 
so we were placed in a trailer in 
the meantime.” 

The families that stayed in the 
trailers were there for months, 
even through Thanksgiving. It 
was very difficult for them to ad- 
just to the unrealistic living con- 
ditions. ‘ 

The residents in Lawrence, 
North Andover and Andover 
were not prepared for the events 
of this day. Over the past year, the 
three minor cities have been in re- 
covery mode. 

One of the parks in Lawrence 
has been restored back to normal, 
and the other is still in the works. 

One year later, we still send 


our condolences to Rondon’s 
family and friends. We still re- 
member Sept. 13, 2018 as a day 
we will never forget. With the 
help of the community coming 
together, these cities are coming 
back stronger than ever. 


Editor’s note: On Sept. 27, 
2019 there was another major 
gas leak in South Lawrence. Res- 
idents near the corner of South 
Broadyway and Salem Street were 
evacuated before dawn Friday 
morning, triggering flashbacks of 
the gas disaster just a year prior. 

Fortunately there were no fires 
or explosions nor injuries report- 
Cae 

Most residents in the area were 
allowed back into their homes by 
Friday afternoon. 


Move up to Honors | 
Phi Theta Kappa offers opportunities for students 


encouraged to join and benefit 
from the program’s resources. 
It offers a variety of scholar- 
ships and other opportunities 
and awards for its members. 

Phi Theta Kappa is a great 
way for students to get involved 
in their communities as well 
as in their academic environ- 
ment at NECC whether it be 
their ‘first semester or their last. 

“I have been a member of 
PTK for almost two years and 


this year I want to be more in- 
volved with the program and help 
others to graduate on time like 
others have helped me,” Silveno 
said. The best way to be more 
involved in school bake sales or 
food drives are programs like 
Phi Theta Kappa to provide a 
sort of base for these activities. 

The program meets every 
Tuesday at 12:30 p.m. in C 119. 
“The program is flexible and it al- 
lows me to be able to participate 


in student life activities while still 
being able to go to school and 
work part time.” Victor Van said. F 

or students with a lot on 
their plate this program still 
makes it easier for students 
to be motivated to give back. 

Andrew Morse, is the direc- 
tor of the program. He first start- 
ed it when he arrived at NECC 
many years back. He wanted a 
program that would give rec- 
ognition to honor students. in 


PART-TIME JOB FAIR 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2019 
11:30 AM — 2:30PM 
Haverhill Campus 
SPURK BUILDING, (C BUILDING) 1°’ AND 2™° FLOOR 


The Part-Time Job Fair is open and free to all of 


NECC students, alumni, and the public 


Columbia Gas was able to re- 
pair the issue over the weekend 
and reported that it was not an 
over pressurization problem as it 
was last year. 

Student Support Services are 
available for NECC students that 
need assistance coping with the 
aftermath of the gas leak or that 
are still affected by last year’s gas 
explosions. 

Appointments can be made. by 
emailing couseling@necc.mass. 
edu, or calling 978-556-3730. 

Offices are located in the Beh- 
rakis Student Center (SC Build- 
ing) Room 212B on the Haverhill 
campus and in Lawrence in the 
Dimitry (L) Building in Room 
L-115. 

- Isae Grullon 


two year college programs. 

Phi Theta Kappa was one of 
the only programs that accept- 
ed two year college students. 

It is also. one of the only pro- 
grams that let you transfer your 
honors credentials to the four 
year school you choose to en- 
ter. Andrew Morse collaborated 
with another professor Lisa Es- 
pinosa to get the program start- 
ed at NECC. “TI told her my idea 
and she ran with it,” Morse said. 


If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Noreen Fantasia at: 


nfantasia@necc.mass.edu or 978-556-3948. 
We look forward to seeing you at the fair! 


EVERY STUDENT/ALUMNI THAT ATTENDS WILL HAVE THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO ENTER A CHANCE TO WIN A $25.00 GIFT CARD 
TO THE NECC BOOK STORE 
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A look into evolving fashion 


Students share their thoughts on previous style trends 


By MELANIE PoLANCO 
Lifestyles Editor 


As we kick off the fall se- 
mester with a great deal of stu- 
dents entering campus it’s a 
fresh start, different faces, the 
season is changing and the 
fall leaves are flourishing into 
their crisp and beautiful colors. 

Students are taking out their 
fall jackets, their fun scarfs 
and their cute turtle necks. 

The same way the sea- 
son and styles change so has 
fashion throughout the years. 

Fashion has changed a great 
deal over the past few years. 
Clothing is a very important 
part of today’s society. And 
if we take a look, all over the 
world fashion has its own beat. 

A few students around cam- 
pus shared their thoughts on 
the evolving history of fashion. 

Janiliz Gonzalez, 20, Hu- 
man services major says, “ I 
would say that my fashion from 
middle school to college has 
changed entirely. I went from 
being girly to now dressing 
very casual a bit laid back.” 

She stated that her fash- 
ion now compared to be- 
fore has become very simple. 

“The fashion-now: | think is 
a little weird. There’s not one 
single trend,” she says, “Ev- 
eryone has their specific style.” 

Most students seem to have 

changed their 
style as they get older. 

“I went through a cou- 
ple of phases as little girls 
do,” says Pamela Chavez, 
20, Communications major. 

“I went from goth, scene, 
to street style to now some 
weird limbo between’ busi- 
ness casual and street style.” 

She states how she believes not 


only does fashion change all the 
time but our views on fashion also. 
“Not only trends will change 
but what we view as fashion 
changes all the time, I think 
people today are really into al- 
ternative fashion,” she says. 
“That in itself isn’t an alter- 
native at all. A mix of the old 
and the new but with a twist, 
depending on where you live.” 
Another student felt dif- 
ferently, she speaks on how 
her style did not change much 
from when she was a child. 
“My style hasn’t changed 
much. In high school I had 
more of a chic style and I tried 
to look my best everyday. Now, 
I’m more laid back and tom- 
boy influenced. I’m into over- 
sized sweaters and high waisted 
clothing,” says Geanny Infan- 
te, 20, General Studies major. 
She says that fashion isn’t 
very different from before. 
“Honestly, fashion in gen- 
eral is very recycled. Trends 
from the 90’s like the high 
waisted jeans, crop tops, track 
suits just to name a few, are 
still relevant today,” she says. 
She would like to see 
more brands developing 
more sustainable ways in the 
making of their‘ products. 
“7 think the fashion that’s tak- 
ing place now is more relaxed. | 
feel like we’re heading towards 
a more comfortable style. And 
I don’t mind it,” she explains. 
“J think fashion is an evy- 
er-changing concept. It will 
always continue to develop.” 
Fashion is a fun versatile way 
for you to be yourself and feel 
comfortable while you are doing it. 
Students here on  cam- 
pus sure know how to ex- 
press their idea of fashion. 


Photo courtesy of Geanny Infante 


Geanny Infante shows off her comfortable style on a winter outing to the beach. 


SS pote et Regge ee ee 


I think the fashion that’s taking place now is more relaxed. | feel 
like we’re heading towards a more comfortable style.... 


--- Geanny Infante 


Get timvoliwved with your studemt mevvspaper 


VYY 
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NECC Observer Newsroom 


Haverhill Carmpus: C-318 
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Campus Classic returns 


5 kilometer run will be held on Haverhill campus as part of Homecoming 


By Atyssa DiTomaso 
Correspondent 


The Haverhill campus 
will host its annual Home- 
coming on Saturday Octo- 
ber 5 from 11 am. to 1 p.m. 

The campus welcomes cur- 
rent and prospective students, as 
well as alumni and the commu- 
nity to join in on the festivities. 

Among the events that 


will be featured are music, 
games and contests as well 
as food and beer. No RSVP 
is needed to join in the event. 

Many students are  look- 
ing forward to the event. 

Student government member 
Chloe Upham said “I’m excited 
for Homecoming, because I’m 
in student government, so I’m 
excited to meet new students!” 

The day will kick off with 
the seventh annual five kilo- 


meter “Campus Classic” Race. 
The Sk draws in quite the 
crowd with over 100 par- 
ticipants joining last year. 
The race will begin at 10 a.m. 
This five kilometer race 
goes through the campus and 
the surrounding neighborhood. 
It will begin and end 
at the parking lot near the 
Sports and Fitness Building. 
Although no RVSP to at- 
tend Homecoming is need- 


ed, there is registration need- 
ed to compete in the race. 
Registration can be done online 
in advance or can be done starting 
at 8:30 a.m. the day of the race. 
There is a $25 registra- 
tion fee for non __ students. 
The fee is discounted to 
$10 for NECC students if 
an NECC ID is presented. 
Donations are also accept- 
ed. Although Northern Essex 
alumni Pilar DiTomaso has nev- 


EEE a topic of conversation 


er attended she said she thought 
“this is a great opportunity to 
see the new things Northern 
Essex has to offer while enjoy- 
ing a fun Saturday afternoon.” 

And Rowan Kelley, an NECC 
student, said she’s “thrilled for 
the opportunity to make new 
friends and meet new peo- 
ple” among the other festivi- 
ties Homecoming has to offer. 


Students concerned about potential impact on NECC Athletics 


By HERMAN YOUNG 
Correspondent 


With 10 cases of the mos- 
quito-borne illness EEE re- 
ported within the last couple 
of months in the region, many 
must wonder how this _af- 
fects athletics here at NECC. 

According to officials, all 
of NECC’s athletic events are 
during the day or late afternoon 
so EEE should not be a concern. 

With EEE 


cases rising, 


many students are concerned. 
“T’d most likely abstain since I 
could possibly contract the virus 
or be the catalyst to why whoev- 
er I go with catches the virus for 
having them come with me,” said 
Abraham Isaac, astudent at NECC. 
EEE has recently made an 
impact and gave students ex- 
tra things to worry about. 
Althoughitisrare, itcan be fatal. 
Precautions have been made 


to stop the spread of EEE, but 
nothing compares to the change 
athletes and coaches must go 
through in order to play their 
games if playing at night . 

“We take the EEE situation 
very seriously but fortunately 
for us, there hasn’t been a major 
effect on us. All of our outdoor 
events are during the day or late 
afternoon and we conclude by 6 
p-m. which is the recommend- 


ed time to finish daytime activ- 
ities before the bugs come out.” 
said Daniel Blair, Director of 
Athletics for NECC, over email, 

“Schools that have _facili- 
ties with lights have a larger is- 
sue as many of them have been 
forced to reschedule a num- 
ber of games from evenings 
to afternoons,” he continued. 

Fall is arriving, which means 
temperatures will be dropping, 


Knights Soccer Schedule 


October 
Tue. 1 at Springfield Technical Community College * 4 
Thu. 3 at Massasoit Community College * 
Sat.5 MassBay Community College * 
Tue. 8 at Quincy College * 


Thu. 10 
Tue. 15 
Sat. 19 


November 


Sat. 2 at Region 21 Tournament % 
Sun. 3 at Region 21 Tournament % 


* Conference “ Division % Post season 


at Bristol Community College * “ 
NHTI 
at Holyoke Community College * 4 


which ultimately means EEE will 
not be a thing to worry about. 

Until that time comes, all 
should be prepared for what’s 
next and be aware of the illness. 

Experts recommend wearing 
long sleeves and pants and us- 
ing bug spray to avoid exposure. 

There is no doubtthat thisrecent 
EEE outbreak won’t leave us sec- 
ond guessing putting on some bug 
spray on a hot summer’s evening... 
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4:00 PM 
1:00 PM 
7:00 PM 
3:30 PM 
3:30 PM 
1:00 PM 
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Special Field Games create smiles 
39th annual event was held at the Haverhill campus 


By NatAyA CRESPO 
Correspondent 


On Saturday, September 21, the 
Service Club of Andover and the 
Massachusetts Knights of Colum- 
bus held their 39th annual Special 
Field Games at the Northern Essex 
Community College, on the Haver- 
hill Campus track. 

The event has been hosted by the 
college every year since it began. 
Its purpose is to get the community 
together and help those who partici- 
pate feel like a winner. 

Corey Boucher, resident of 
Haverhill, has been participating 
in the Special Field Games for 37 
years now. Every year he comes 
with his mother and father, Roland 
and Donna Boucher. 

On Saturday, Boucher said “My 
favorite activities to participate in 
are the frisbee toss and the soccer 
ball kick. I enjoy it and have a lot of 
friends here, too.” 

The Service Club of Andover is 
an organization run by a team of 
volunteers who contribute their time 
to ensure that these special groups 
of people reach their full potential. 

Ally Powell and Katerina Pierce 
both have been volunteering as Co- 


“We enjoy coming because we 
know that Corey is having fun.” 
Pierce said as she took a break be- 
tween activities. 

The two girls started volunteering 
because their friend happens to be 
Boucher’s They’ve only ever been 
helping Boucher for the time that 
they’ve been volunteering. 

There were many people partici- 
pating in the events on Saturday, and 
the crowd of family and friends was 
cheerful and supportive. 

Donna Boucher, Corey’s mother, 


‘said “I look forward to it every year 


because it makes him feel special. 
It’s about the only time he likes to 
get ready to exercise.” 

While watching the other athletes 
running on the track, and cheering 
them on, Roland Boucher Jr. has a 
big smile on his face. 

He says, “We’ve been coming 
here for many years now, I’m thank- 
ful for the volunteers and communi- 
ty support. Corey truly feels like a 
winner when he leaves here, every 
year. He sure does enjoy the lunch 
too!” 


rey’s helper for 4 years. 


Photo by Natalya Crespo 


Corey Boucher and Donna Boucher getting ready to have the lunch that’s 


served after all the field games on Sept. 21 on NECC’s Haverhill campus. 


Advocates hope esports on campus will flourish 
NECC fields a gaming team for the first time 


By WILLIAM TAPLEY 
Correspondent 


Following the growing prev- 
alence of gaming in the world, 
Northern Essex has added an es- 
ports team to the official sports 
roster for the first time this year. 

Esports is the competitive 
sport of facing off against others 
in a variety of video games. It has 
been quickly gaining in popular- 
ity over the past few years in the 
world at large and within colleges. 

Northern Essex Commu- 
nity College has decided to 
join in on the trend this year 
by ,creating a team. The cur- 
rent coach of the team, Da- 
vid Arivella, told the Observer 


October 


about how he got into the role, 

“The original idea and coach 
was RJ Warnock. But, a week 
before the start of the . school 
year Daniel Blair approached 
me to be the coach,” he said. 

Apparently RJ could not com- 
mit to the role allowing Arivella 
to step in, to his joy. Arivella 
feels that gaming is his passion 
and that this job is the perfect fit. 

“Things sort of fell 
into -place!” he exclaimed. 

The esports team plays three 
different games, including Su- 
per Smash Brothers, Overwatch 
and Rocket league. They also 
meet in B103 where players are 
able to practice and meet. Ariv- 


ella did make a point to mention 
that only players on the team ros- 
ter are allowed to convene in the 
room since it is a sport not a club. 

“The distinction needs 
to: be ..made,”. he said. 

Arivella has big plans for 
the future of the team at NECC, 
which has seen a lot of attention. 
He hopes he can compete with 
other colleges in online competi- 
tions soon. Arivella also believes 
that students “could be coming 
to NECC for the esports team.” 

This seems plausible from 
the amount of enthusiasm his 
players have for their games. 

The Observer spoke with 
one student that makes up. the 


three man Rocket league team, 
Christian Bova. He spoke about 
how happy he was to find that 
NECC. had an esports team. 
His parents seemed to be less 
enthusiastic -about his choice. 

“Even my parents say it’s not 
a sport. They say I am going to 
school to play games,” he stated. 

Bova’s parents reflect a com- 
mon response from the public 
about the validity of esports. Many 
people believe it should not be 
considered a real sport due to the 
sedentary nature of the activity. 

Coach Arivella had _ this 
to say about that issue, 

“The differences are there but 
at the core it is the same. It’s still 


at Tri-State Invitational @ Community College of Rhode Island 
at James Early Invitaional @ Westfield State University 
_at Suffolk University Invitational @ Franklin Park - Boston, MA 


November 


at. 2at NJCAA National Championship % @ 


Stanley Park - Westfield, MA 9:00am 


about balance, hard work, co- 
operation and respect,” he said. 

The Observer also asked a 
student at NECC about the va- 
lidity of esports, Zoey Lauria. 

“Well, it isn’t athletic. But why 
not? If it’s competitive it’s some 
type of sport,” she responded. 

While there is a stigma be- 
hind the sport, that is not 
detracting coach  Arrivella. 

He has high hopes for the fu- 
ture of esports at NECC and at 
large. And he is making the first 
steps towards that future this year. 

“There was a first time for 
baseball now there’s a_ first 
time for esports,” he said. 


10:00 a.m. 
11:15 a.m. 
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Nortl E Co ‘tv Coll rere C ity C i 
— Talking about Suicide and the Role of Prevention — 
Keynote presenter will be Waheeda Saif, LMHC, and Riverside Trauma Services 


Moderated by Joanna Fortna, - Pres. DMH Essex North Community Site Board & NECC 
professor 


uicine PREVENTION 


AWARENESS 


NORTHERN ESSEX COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
HARTLEB TECHNOLOGY CENTER, ROOM TC 103 A & B 
100 Elliot Street, Haverhill, MA 


Thursday October 10th 6-7:30 PM. 


We welcome requests for sign language interpreting and other access requests. For more information about this 
event or if you need accommodations please contact: counseling@nece.mass.edu (978)556-3730 


Cosponsored by Northern Essex Community College, NAMI- 
and The Dept. of Mental Health Essex North Site Board 


omm Baia 


Depa wee iH 
Mental Health 


